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either immediately or in course of time, by enlightenment
in dream or through other actions (in accord with the
depth of our devotion).   However, in a bizarre
occurrence, a devotee did seva at Mantralaya, not for
days, but years together, in the fond hope of fulfilment of
his desire. The seva extended to nearly 12 years and yet
he could not achieve his goal. So he became irate with
Sri Raghavendra and gave expression to his feelings, in
front of the Brindavana.

'Oh, Rahgavendra Guru, I have been praying to you
with utmost devotion for 12 years and yet you are sitting
there, unmoved. Is it not your duty to fulfil my longing? It
is said that you rush to help your devotees, wherever they
may be. But I have been circumambulating around your
Brindavana here for the last 12 years with great devotion
and yet I am not graced. Are you really present here in
your Brindavana?' the devotee vented in great distress.

Naturally, the question arises why Sri Raghavendra
should not have acceded to the demand of the devotee.

The one who had prayed with intense devotion for 12
years was a very poor man, but what he had yearned for
was the throne- yes, he wanted to become a Maharaja!

It is common for devotees to pray for removal of
sorrows, relief from maladies, acquistion of riches,
fruition of marriage alliance, progeny and the like, but this
devotee, who was so much poverty-stricken (as to be at
the mercy of the Sri Mutt to get even his daily food), had
no qualms of entertaining hopes of becoming a ruler and
praying for that.